
 

 
LE SUEUR CHARTER COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
Monday, May 16, 2016 

203 South Second Street 
6:00 P.M. 

 
 

 

 
 

1. Call to Order 
 
2. Approval of the Agenda 

 
3. Approval of Minutes 
 
4. Form of Government Presentation – Tom Grundhoefer, General 

Counsel League of Minnesota Cities 
 

5. Discuss Amendments to the City Charter 
 

6. Next Scheduled Meeting Date – June 20  
 

7. Adjourn 
 
 
 



 

 

LE SUEUR CHARTER COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, April 18, 2016 
203 South Second Street 

6:00 P.M. 
 

 
A meeting of the Charter Commission was held on Monday, April 18, 2016 at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers with the following attendees:  Darvin Wicks, Benjamin Rohloff, 
Dave Johnson, Jeff Kerkow, Jack King, Judith Jones, Kevin Wilke, Ruth Vortherms, John 
Favolise, Marilyn Wells, Michelle Steiger, Bob Broeder, Mark Huntington, Pat Barry. Staff: 
Jenelle Teppen, City Administrator, Todd Coryell, City Attorney.   
 
Vice Chair Kerkow called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.   
Vice Chair Kerkow suggested adding an item to the agenda to elect a new Chair as Bob 
Oberle submitted his resignation to the Commission. 
 
With that amendment a motion by Vortherms, seconded by Wicks to approve the 
agenda.  Voting in favor: All.  Voting against: None.  Motion carried. 
 
A motion by Wicks, seconded by Vortherms to approve the minutes from the previous 
meeting of February 29, 2016. Voting in favor: All.  Voting against: None.  Motion carried. 
 
Wicks motioned to nominate Jack King to the Chair position, seconded by Rohloff.  Voting 
in favor; All. Voting against; None. Motion carried. 
  
Staff presented a memorandum outlining suggested revisions to the City Charter based 
on the information supplied to the Commission by the League of Minnesota Cities 
attorney.  Following discussion of the individual sections, Wicks motioned to approve 
revisions to the following Sections of the City Charter: 
1.02, 1.04, 2.01, 2.03, 2.09, 3.01, 3.04, 3.07, 4.03, 5.02, 5.06, 7.05, 7.06, 7.07, 7.14.   
 
The motion was seconded by Rohloff.  Voting in favor; All. Voting against; None. Motion 
carried. 
 
There was further discussion on the remaining Sections and Staff is to return to the next 
meeting with further information. 
 
Next meeting is Monday, May 16, 2016 
 
A motion by Broeder, seconded by Rohloff to adjourn at 7:40 pm. Voting in favor: All.  
Voting no:  None.  Motion carried. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jenelle Teppen 
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CITY OF LE SUEUR 
MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  Charter Commission 
 
FROM:  Jenelle Teppen, City Administrator 
  Todd Coryell, City Attorney 
 
SUBJECT: Consider Proposed Amendments to City Charter  
 
DATE:  For the Charter Commission meeting of Monday, May 16, 2016 
 
Attached to this memo is a first draft of the new charter. I recognize there are some formatting 
issues but at this point it’s a working draft.   
 
This draft is based off the changes tentatively approved by the Commission at the April 
meeting.  Included in this draft is the elimination of the Ward voting system.  Section 2.09 is a first 
attempt at an at-large election paragraph. 
 
Various other updates were made to other sections that were not discussed at the Commission 
level to make them gender neutral and to correct a few typographical errors.  Other than the 
updates based on the April Commission meeting, the following are the noted sections changes in 
this draft:  
 
Section 2.03: deleted reference to ward system of elections 
Section 2.04: changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 2.05: changed masculine to gender neutral; deleted reference to ward system 
Section 2.06: changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 2.09: draft language for at-large elections 
Section 3.02: changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 3.07: changed the proposed language the Commission tentatively approved 
Section 3.08: changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 4.04: changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 5.13: changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 5.14: changed masculine to gender neutral; fixed typo in sample form 
Section 5.15: deleted reference to ward system; changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 5.17: changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 5.18: changed masculine to gender neutral 
Section 7.08: corrected grammatical error 
Section 7.10: corrected typo 
Section 7.15: corrected spelling error 
Section 9.02: corrected typo 
Section 12.08: changed masculine to gender neutral in the title (although this section was 
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specific to the elections in ’71-’73) 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends the Charter Commission discuss the proposed amendments. 
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